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English

Teacher notes

Tier 2 words - year 5
Tier 2 words are ones which children might encounter in text but 
are less likely to use in everyday conversation. As these words are 
often unfamiliar to children, they can sometimes act as a barrier 
to reading. We have chosen 48 Tier 2 words for this Year 5 pack.
The Tier 2 words in this pack can be used by children to add more 
adventurous or formal vocabulary to their writing. The worksheets can 
also be used as a reading comprehension activity.

The resources include:

Tier 2 word cards

Tier 2 definition cards

These definition cards could be matched up to the 
correct Tier 2 word. Again, they are available in a 
small size for sharing at a table and also for display.

The cards are arranged four to a sheet; they can be 
printed out and cut up so that they can be shared 
amongst pupils in a group. Also included are larger 
versions that can be used for display. Children could 
discuss the meaning of these phrases out of context.

Tier 2 words answer sheet

This sheet presents the Tier 2 words with  
their definitions.

Tier 2  words worksheets

Children can read the Tier 2 words in context and then 
try to infer their meaning. 

acrid aspire

acquireabrupt
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Tier 2 words worksheet 1

I nearly fell over when the train came to an abrupt stop.

The sentences below each contain a word in bold. Read the sentence 
and then write down what you think the bold word means.

Over the years, my uncle has acquired a large collection of old comics.

The lemon was no longer ripe and had an acrid taste.

Warren practises the guitar every day. He aspires to be a rock star 
when he is older.

“Get out of the tree!” Brian’s grandfather bellowed across the field.

English

Tier 2 words answer sheet
abrupt Sudden and not expected

acquire To get something

acrid A bitter or sharp taste that leaves a burning feeling in the 
throat

aspire To want something very much or hope to achieve 
something

bellow To shout in a loud, deep voice

bewilder To confuse someone

canine To do with dogs

catastrophe An event that causes a lot of damage and suffering

compel To force or drive somebody to do something

competent Having the skill to do something, capable

concur To share the same opinion

conjure To make something appear as if by magic

dawdle To waste time and be slow

devour To eat or swallow in a greedy way

distraught Extremely worried, nervous or upset

famished Starved or suffering because of great hunger

flabbergast To astonish, astound or amaze

formidable Something which is large powerful or difficult and causes 
people to have fear or respect

hunch To lift your back or shoulders into a rounded shape

infuriate To make somebody extremely angry

impartial Not taking sides, fair

impede To slow or block movement

infamous Having a very bad reputation

abrupt

A bitter or sharp 
taste that leaves 
a burning feeling 

in the throat

To want something 
very much or 

hope to achieve 
something

To get somethingSudden and not 
expected

Sudden and not 
expected


